
learn more about the fish stocking 

project or to pick up a map of the 

ponds stocked. 

Pond fish release depicted below: 

     Good news for cat-

fish fishermen:  the 

ponds have been re-

stocked with channel 

catfish.  As part of the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s trust obliga-

tion, a select species of 

fish are available free of 

charge that can be used 

for stocking purposes.  

The basic idea behind 

fish stocking is to re-

place what fishermen 

are taking out or that 

die off naturally.  This 

insures quality fishing 

opportunities through 

out the years. 

     In 2009, a total of 9, 

025 3-4” channel cats 

were stocked in 9 ponds 

which lie on trust prop-

erty.  A rate of 100 fish 

per surface acre was 

used to calculate how 

many fish should go in 

each pond.  3,750 cats 

were stocked this year. 

     Age and growth 

studies have shown that 

in many waters channel 

cats don’t reach 1 pound 

in size until 2 to 4 years 

old.  The typical growth 

rate is about 1/2 pound 

per year. 

Stop by the Kickapoo 

Environmental Office to 

More Catfish for Our Ponds 

Kickapoo Environmental Office 
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6 Basic Disaster Supplies  from FEMA Webpage 

     We like to remind you 

before the next ice storm 

or other emergency, that 

it’s prudent to be ready 

for emergencies.  FEMA 

endorses a list of six ba-

sics you should stock in 

your home for emergen-

cies.  They are as follows: 

1.   Water.  In some cases 

water could be your num-

ber one need.  Keep a 3 

day supply on hand.  A 

normal person needs 

about 1/2 gal per day for 

drinking.  If you bottle the 

water yourself, don’t use milk 

or fruit containers since the 

bacteria in them may not 

wash out so easily. 

2. FOOD.  Keep a three-day 

supply of non-perishable 

food.  Avoid foods that will 

make you thirsty (salty 

foods), and select foods that 

require no refrigeration and 

little or no water.  Be sure to 

include can opener.  You 

may also want to stock up on 

prepared foods that require 

no cooking. 

3.  Clothing, bedding, 

and sanitation supplies. 

Toilet paper, water to clean 

yourself, brush teeth, etc. 

4. First Aid Supplies 

5. Tools 

6. Special items.  These 

tend to be your medi-

cines and monitiors for 

health conditions.  It 

can be a comfort hav-

ing them when needed. 



again reach into the water.  A 

good high wind will push it to 

one side and leave the other side 

open to sunlight, and your pond 

oxygen levels will remain bal-

anced. 

     It is not uncommon in Kan-

sas to see a small pond or a la-

goon absolutely covered with 

thousands of little duckweed 

leaves during the latter stages of 

summer.  Because of the winds, 

it is difficult for duckweed to 

cover large ponds, and big 

streams are difficult since rains 

will elevate the stream and its 

current will wash duckweed 

away.  Remember, duckweed is 

simply floating on the surface. 

     One surprising fact about 

duckweed is that it’s edible and 

nourishing.  Though seldom 

     Duckweed is a small, light 

green leaf about 1/8 inch in 

size that forms dense colonies 

in ponds, lagoons, streams 

during the summer months.  

Sometimes they appear to be 

algae- like, but duckweed 

forms on the surface of the 

water only and has no roots.  

If duckweed covers the sur-

face of a pond or lagoon, then 

oxygen depletions and fish 

kills can occur.  Also, the 

blocked sunlight will be harm-

ful to bacteria and plant life in 

ponds and lagoons. 

     If duckweed covers your 

lagoon, it is easy to remove 

with an inflatable floating toy 

skimming across the water, or 

you can skim it with a board 

so that the sunlight can once 

eaten in the U.S., it is often 

added to dishes in other 

countries.  Duckweed is 

about 40 percent protein, 

which is about the same as 

soybean.  I doubt I’d eat the 

duckweed from a lagoon. 

     Duckweed is also being 

studied by researchers 

around the world as a possi-

ble source of clean energy.  

The Department of Energy 

and two American universi-

ties have ongoing projects to 

determine if duckweed 

might be a source of cost-

effective, clean, renewable 

energy.  Duckweed grows 

rapidly as a biomass, and has 

5 to 6 times as much starch 

as corn.  Duckweed can be 

useful, just not on lagoons. 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUCKWEED  by Tej Attili, from internet 

WINTERIZE YOUR HOME AND SAVE ON ENERGY 

 It’s October, so we usually try to remind you to use these lovely autumn days to work 
on preparing for winter, and, hopefully, reducing your energy bill through your efforts.  If you 
have drafts in windows, doors, or cracks in the house then you could save money by sealing 
it.  Otherwise, you’ll be buying more propane to keep the interior comfy while the crack lets 
in cold air.  To seal cracks, try these methods. 

1. Weather Stripping.  Remember, if you can pull a piece of paper through a window or 
door gap, you’re probably letting in cold air.  Buy a roll of weather strip tape, measure off 
the gap, cut the weather strip tape to size, peel off the protective paper, and apply.  It 
sticks, and it’s easy, and it doesn’t cost near as much as propane. 

2. Caulking gaps and cracks.  Need a caulking gun, caulk for interior or exterior, and a nail to 
plug the caulk gun when finished.  Make sure caulking area is clean, apply caulk carefully, 
leaving no gaps, then smooth with finger or popsicle stick and let dry for a few days be-
fore painting.  If using silicone caulk, then you won’t be able to paint on it. 

3. You can cover your windows with plastic on the outside, if you don’t have storm win-
dows.  This will help keep out most drafts. 

4. It’s always nice to have the right amount of insulation to cut down on fuel costs. 

5. Change the filters on your furnace. 
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